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Let us congratulate on their 100th birthday both the 
Half Dollar and the Cent of the Confederate States of America. 
The fascinating history of the two known specimens of the half 
dollar and the twelve specimens of the cent has been written up 
in numismatic publications continually since they became known. 
As is well known the dies of each passed into numismatie hands 
and were used for a limited number of restrikes before the dies 
were deliberately mutilated. These restrikes have themselves 
become rarities. The original piediw tere a gtatus equal to 
the choicest rarity in the United States series. 

There are fortunately a few early advertisements and 

circulars which accurately set one the fundamental facts as 
to these coins and it is hoped that the reader will enjoy read- 


ing what their fellow numismatists read in 187) and 1879. 
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tisement is set forth herein. The problems with respect to making 
the restrikes are described in a letter sent October 17, 1879 to 


each subscriber and its full text is set forth. 
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Of the four original Confederate half dollars only 

two are known to exist. Rumors of the location of the other two 
have been steadily circulated in the past as well as the present, 
but it is not beyond possibility that another original may be 
found. The second specimen was found in circulation about 1880 
but it is unlikely after one hundred years that any other will 
appear. Perhaps the other two were in circulation and ended in 

a melting pot of a mint or other refinery as has been the fate of 
many other unrecognized rarities. 

The first specimen was sold in 1882 by Scott & Go. for 
$870.00 at auction as no one would reach for it at the $1000 level 
during the three years it was for sale at that price. in 1910 
it was allegedly sold at auction by Thomas L. Elder for $3750.00 
but actually was bought baek by the owner. This was follewed by sube 
sequent auction abuses as to its sale. 

In 191 it was exhibited by Edgar H. Adams at tie Ame rican 
“Numismatic Society Exhibit. Finally the coin. was aohd to J.Sanford 
Wel vas fae $3,000 in 1918 by Proskey. Saltus donated the soin 

to the American Numismatic Society on July 30, 1918 where it now 
“pesides. : | 

The second specimen was owned by Marks Jacobs, H. 0. 
Granberg, Waldo Newcomer, Edward H. R. Green and Burdette @G. 


Johnson before being acquired by its present owner. 
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Distinctive Characteristics 


There are a group of gritical points to distinguish the 
genuine Confederate half dollars from the restrikes and to elim- 
inate unfounded rumors and claims they are listed below: 

1. The weight of the restrikes is about 185 grains 
which is at least 5 grains below that of the originals. This was 
caused because the reverse of the 1861 New Orleans Mint U. S. 
half dollars from which the restrikes were made weve machined 
down in a lathe and some of the silver thereby cut away. 

2. The obverse die used to strike the originals (Beistle 
5) had a die break from the nose of Liberty to the border. Since 
regular New Orleans Mint U. S. 1861 Half Dollars selected at 
random for making the restrikes were struck from five different 
obverse dies a portion of the restrikes do not have the required 
obverse die with the nose die break. 

3. Between 1861 when the originals were struck and 

Confederate 
1879 when the restrikes were made the/die rusted and therefore. 
lumps caused by rust pitting in the die sare found on all restrikes,. 
Attempts to buff away these lumps have ehadukda unsuccessfully. 
These lumps are most common within and under the left side of the 


Liberty cap. 


hi The originals have no die break on the reverse. All 
of the restrikes have die breaks because the die broke near the 
edge while making the first restrike in silver, as Seott & Company 
‘stated in the October 17, 1789 letter. These die breaks are on 
the border beading opposite the space between ER in AMERICA and 
opposite the L in DOL. 

S. The edge reeding on the originals is perfect. The 
restrikes were made on a hand operated screw press which required 
phe edge to be contained in a collar to prevent the coin from 
spreading to the side as the reverse was pressed on. The collar 
was smooth rather than dentilated thus crushing and flattening 
the edge reeding when pressure was applied. The clamp used to 
hold the U. S. Half Dollars when shaving off the reverse also 
did some edge damage. 

6. The field on the obverse on the originals is perfect. The 
obverse on restrikes already existed on the coins from which re- 
strikes were made. WNo obverse die was available to hold the 
obverse and a hardwood block was used to support the obverse. 

This wood block gradually took on the impression of the obverse 


as restrikes were made. Therefore the first restrikes to be made 






show a badly crushed obverse. Subsequent restrikes leave the 
obverse design in better condition, but the field instead of being 
flat is rippled and uneven from the effect of the pressure used 


to press on the Confederate reverse. 


?, The reverse of the originals shows no helical tool 
marks. Since the restrikes were machined smooth ina lathe the 
nelicel tool marks on the reverse before the Confederate reverse 
was preseed on do not always disappear. 

8. Both the originals and the restrikes are coin silver 
and ring clearly, but electros and casts can be made by combining 
the obverse of a genuine 1861 New Orleans Mint Half Dollar and the 


Confederate reverse. 


Where is the Die 


The die for the Confederate Half Dollar after its use 
for restrikes in 1879 was finally sold by Scott & Company for 
$31.00 to S. H. Chapman on June 26, 1893. A couple of brass 
uniface splashings were made from it in its then condition, 
being mutilated with a straight file cut across the diameter. 
Henry Chapman owned it in 1919 and although it has been said it 
was bought by Saltus in 1918 from Proskey along with the Confed- 
erate Half Dollar itself it was apparently acquired by Saltus from 
Henry Chapman in 1919. Saltus presented the die to the City Museum 
in New Orleans according to Henry Chapman's statement in his 


November 17, 1932 sale catalogue. The die has not since been located 


in any New Orleans museum or elsewhere. Correspondence in the 
past asking whether the die was or was not received from Saltus 


was not replied to. If the die was removed from the museum in 


‘an unauthorized manner it may eventually come to light. This 


matter might be vigorously pursued by Louisiana numismatists. 


The Confederate Cent 


Just as the Confederate songs,"Dixie" and "The Yellow 

Rose of Texas", were written by Northerners, the Confederate Cent 
die was cut by a Yankee. The story of its production and use 
are told in a circular dated April 2, 187 which is set forth 
herein. 

| The originals were in copper-nickel just as were the 
Uni ted States cents of 1861. No Confederate cents were ever 
restruek in that metal so that there is no problem in distinguish- 
ing originals from the restrikes. The restrikes were coined 
in copper, silver, and gold. The dies, as is the case with the 
die for the Gonfederate half dollar,were mutilated after the 
restrikes were made. The obverse die was sold by S. H. and H. 
Chapman in their sale of July 7, 1899, but both dies seem to 
have remained together through ownership by Judson Brenner, | 


Edgar H.Adams, Virgil Brand, and their present owner. They were 


‘on exhibit in 191) in the American Numismatic Society Exhibit. 
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One of the curious facts concerning the Confederate 
Cent is the lack of appreciation of the original copper nickel 
pieces as compared to those restrikes made in precious metals. 
To think that a restrike cent which could obviously not have been 
struck in gold or silver would be catalogued and sell consistently 
for more than originals in a proper metal is one of the peculiar 
misconceptions of value caused by the collectors! lack of appre- 
ciation or lack of knowledge of the distinction between originals 


and restrikes. 


Struck Copies 


There are modern struek copies in various metals of 

struck with a new die and 

the Confederate half dollar reverse/combined with a copy of the 
Confederate Seal or Jefferson Davis as the obverse. There are 
modern struck copies of the Confederate scent obverse combined 
with a reverse bearing 1/100 instead of 1 CENT in the wreath. 


To these souvenirs has been added a Gompletely fictitious Con- 


federate dime bearing the denomination 1/10. 
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The first known Confederate Half Dollar and the Gon- 





federate reverse die were located in the possession of Dr. B.F. 


al 
Taylor, of New Orleans, who received them in nis cakeayine ag Chief Comner 
ore New Orleans Mint, 





Through 
the efforts of Edward Mason, Jr., a Philadelphia coin dealer, 
both items were sold to Scott & Co., of New York, for $310.00 
with the right of Taylor to repurchase both for $360.00 within 
fifteen days from May 5, 1879, which privilege was not exercised. 
Ae part of the transaction Mason certified to Scott that no 
copies were made or struck while the coin or the die were in 
Mason's possession. Scott & Co.thereupon offered the Confederate 
Half Dollar for sale for $1,000.00, the Confederate die for 
$50.00, and the restrikes for $2.00 each on the inside of the 
back cover of the Goin Collectors Journal of September, 1879. 
(Vol. IV, No. h6, ff. 1h0). 


